16                    A LETTER CONCERNING

these are in no sort of a number to carry any point against
the conjunction of the rest and the whole bench of bishops.
Besides, the whole body of our clergy is utterly against
repealing the Test, though they are entirely devoted to her
Majesty, and hardly one in a hundred who are not very good
Whigs in our acceptation of the word. And I must let you
know, that we of Ireland are not yet come up to other folk's
refinements; for we generally love and esteem our clergy,
and think they deserve it; nay, we are apt to lay some weight
upon their opinion, and would not willingly disoblige them,
at least unless it were upon some greater point of interest than
this. And their judgment in the present affair is the more to
be regarded, because they are the kst persons who will be
affected by it: This makes us think them impartial, and that
their concern is only for religion and the interest of the king-
dom. Because the act which repeals the Test, will only
qualify a layman for an employment, but not a Presbyterian or
Anabaptist preacher for a church-living. Now I must take
leave to inform you, that several members of our House, and
myself among the rest, knowing some time ago what was
upon the anvil, went to all the clergy we knew of any dis-
tinction, and desired their judgment of the matter, wherein
we found a most wonderful agreement; there being but one
divine that we could hear of in the whole kingdom, who
appeared of a contrary sentiment, wherein he afterwards
stood alone in the convocation, very little to his credit,
though, as he hoped, very much to his interest.

I will now consider a little the arguments offered to shew
the advantages, or rather the necessity, of repealing the Test
in Ireland. We are told, the Popish interest is here so
formidable, that all hands should be joined to keep it under;
that the only names of distinction among us ought to be
those of Protestant and Papist, and that this expedient is the
only means to unite all Protestants upon one common
bottom. All which is nothing but misrepresentation and
mistake.

If we were under any real fear of the Papists in this king-
dom, it would be hard to think us so stupid, not to be equally
apprehensive with others, since we are likely to be the
greatest, and more immediate sufferers; but on the contrary,
we look upon them to be altogether as inconsiderable as the